
BCT II AMI Assignment #8 

Rafter Lecture and Review Quiz 

 

Rafter framing is a form of art. Done well and exposed to view, it can be very 

pleasing to the eye.  

The ability to lay out rafters and frame all types of roofs is an indication of an 

experienced carpenter (locally known as a “Journeyman Carpenter”). On most 

jobsites, the boss/ foreman lays out the different rafters, while others make 

duplicates of them. Those apprentices aspiring to supervisory positions in the 

construction field must know how to frame various kinds of roofs. While most 

roof framing has been mostly taken over by manufactured trusses, roofs are still 

many times a hybrid with a combination of trusses and “stick framing “. Trusses 

are normally manufactured in another location by others. This saves overall time, 

money and the quality can be controlled more efficiently. Although stick built and 

truss roofs are a bit different, the theory and math are exactly the same. If you 

can cut rafters and assemble a roof. You can also build a truss. A Roof is generally 

nothing more than some form of a triangle. Being able to see those triangles 

throughout the roof design is an advantage and will help you greatly in figuring 

length, laying out, cutting rafters and assembling roofs. 

Also keep in mind that the world of construction has always relied on strong oral 

and written communication skills to relay information. Today we communicate 

electronically more than ever before. Yet the most effective exchange of 

information is still based on good speaking, writing, and listening skills. That being 

said, clear oral communication and good organization management will be the 

key to success when “running work”. 

This week:  

I want you to do the attached Rafter quiz and catch up on any previously assigned 

work. Then send your answers to me by Friday May 15. 


